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FROM THE CEO
The end of a decade offers a moment for us to look back and see all of AFS’s major 
achievements in the last ten years and their impact on our storied film community. 

In 2012, City of Austin voters approved a $5.4 million bond package in order to renovate 
Austin Studios, including the former National Guard Armory. In 2019, we had our official 
ribbon cutting for the Creative Media Center, marking a new era for film and digital 
production at Austin Studios.

In 2013, AFS found a home for our exhibition program with a theater at the Linc 
shopping center. By 2017 we would take out our own lease on the space and open a 
second screen to provide even more quality AFS film programming to Austin. In 2019 
we were honored to serve 76,653 moviegoers, more than any time in the past 34 years.

In 2015, AFS won the contract to operate public access on behalf of the City. Austin Public has opened up a wide front door, offering the 
whole community access to the tools, knowledge and platforms of media-making. By 2019 our producer base had doubled in size and we 
served hundreds of emerging filmmakers with classes, equipment, workshops and grants.

It’s been a wild ride for the past ten years, and we thank all of our stakeholders for being there with us, as moviegoers, filmmakers, 
members, donors and volunteers. 2019 capped off a remarkable decade, including surpassing the $2mm mark in grants to Texas 
filmmakers. You can see other highlights from the past year in this annual report. Come along with us in the new decade and be part of 
AFS’s ongoing efforts to make independent filmmaking and global film culture accessible for our community.

REBECCA CAMPBELL

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Fiscal Year 2019 (September 1, 2018 - August 31, 2019)
Audit available at: www.austinfilm.org/financial-information

REVENUE

2012 GO Bonds - Austin Studios	 $4,275,616
Rental Income	 $1,892,871
Philanthropy $1,840,850
Government Contracts	 $1,083,340
Admissions & Concessions	 $1,019,708
Fees for Service	 $265,828

$10,378,213

EXPENSES

Administration $1,023,768
Film Programs	 $2,123,212
Austin Studios	 $1,191,588
Community Media Program	 $983,772
Filmmaker Support	 $451,720

$5,774,060

TOTAL EXPENSES
$5.77 MM

Earned 31%

Government Contracts
& Grants 10%

2012 GO Bonds - 
Austin Studios 41%

Philanthropy 18%

Community Media Programs 17%

Filmmaker Support 8%

Administration 18%

Austin Studios 21%

Film Programs 37%

EARNED
$3.17 MM

PHILANTHROPY
$1.84 MM

Fees for Service 8%

Admissions & 
Concessions 32%

Rental Revenue 60%

Foundation 25%

Corporate 18%

Individual 57%

TOTAL REVENUE
$10.38 MM



AFS CREATES
LIFE-CHANGING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR FILMMAKERS

In 2019 AFS surpassed $2mm in grants 
awarded to independent filmmakers in Texas 
since starting the program in 1996. 

“AFS helped me to take the next steps with my career while 
remaining in Texas, and has been instrumental in getting 
MISS JUNETEENTH made—providing funding and support 
from the very beginning.” —Channing Godfrey Peoples

Annie Silverstein’s BULL, an AFS 
Artist Intensive project and AFS Grant 
recipient, premiered at the 2019 
Cannes Film Festival.

MISS JUNETEENTH, the debut feature film by filmmaker Channing 
Godfrey Peoples, premiered at the 2020 Sundance Film Festival 
in the U.S. Narrative Feature Competition. MISS JUNETEENTH is 
a two-time AFS Grant recipient and was workshopped at the 2016 
and 2019 Artist Intensives, where the filmmaking team received 
critical feedback on the script and rough cut from mentors, 
including Charles Burnett (pictured) and Academy Award-nominee 
Sandra Adair, as well as from their peers.

AFS is committed to funding exceptional artistic voices that 
often come from backgrounds traditionally under-represented 
in the film industry. Female-identifying filmmakers made up 
55% of this year’s AFS Grant recipients and 50% of the 2019 
recipients identify with a community of color.

AFS-supported films appeared at international film festivals 
across the globe in 2019, including Sundance, SXSW, Tribeca, 
and Cannes, among others.  

MISS JUNETEENTH

Chelsea Hernandez’s BUILDING THE AMERICAN DREAM, 
about exploitation of Texas construction industry workers, 
premiered at SXSW and started a successful nation-wide 
screening tour. The film was supported by the AFS Grant and 
our Works-In-Progress program.BUILDING THE AMERICAN DREAM



WE ARE A CATALYST 
FOR AUSTIN AND TEXAS 
AS A CREATIVE HUB 

In November, AFS announced a major 
milestone with the launch of the new 
Creative Media Center at Austin Studios. 
The CMC and the adjacent Stage 7 will 
help fill a need for the entire production 
community with new spaces for emerging 
artists and independent, locally-owned 
film-related businesses.

The Centre Pompidou, a center for global 
film culture, honored Richard Linklater 
with a career retrospective and exhibition 
in November. A dedicated gallery within 
the exhibition put a spotlight on AFS and 
its part in elevating Austin as a world-
renowned hub for film culture. Friends and 
collaborators from around the globe visited 
the exhibition including Ethan Hawke.

Our biggest night of the year, the Texas 
Film Awards celebrates Texans in film 
and fundraises for our filmmaker support 
programs—a core part of AFS’ mission.

Iconic Austin film OFFICE SPACE turned 
20 and AFS held a cast and crew reunion at 
the Paramount Theatre with director Mike 
Judge and cast members Ron Livingston, 
Gary Cole, David Herman, and Ajay Naidu.

AFS ELEVATES TEXAS FILM 
TO THE WORLD STAGE

“When it comes to maker spaces, you really can’t 
ask for a better place than Austin Public.”
—Gavin Stone, Austin Public Producer

AFS PROVIDES FILMMAKING ACCESS
AND EDUCATION TO YOUTH AND THE
COMMUNITY VIA AUSTIN PUBLIC

2019 RISING STAR BROOKLYN DECKER WITH 
PRESENTER JUNE DIANE RAPHAEL

Our community media center offers access to 
hands-on training, equipment, and facilities.



“Austin continues to grow as a city for 
film lovers and movie-makers; AFS’s 
development programs and world-class 
Cinema are at the heart of that.” 
—Jason Cortlund, Moviemaker Magazine’s “Best Places 
to Live and Work As A Moviemaker.”

WE BRING THE 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER
AROUND GREAT FILM

The AFS Cinema welcomed film lovers of 
all ages, inspired engaging conversations, 
hosted luminaries, and brought the 
community together to watch great cinema, 
every day of the week.

Essential Cinema, our long-running repertory 
film series, visited Edith Head’s Hollywood, 
the films of Lee Chang Dong, Jean Vigo, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Wang Bing.

AGNIESZKA HOLLAND 
(EUROPA EUROPA)

LULU WANG 
(THE FAREWELL)

ZACK GOTTSAGEN 
(THE PEANUT BUTTER FALCON)

RENEE ZELLWEGER 
(JUDY)

We engaged our community through partnership screenings 
with organizations including Austin Asian American Film 
Festival, Cine Las Americas, Hill Country Ride for AIDS, Zach 
Theatre, KUT, BookPeople, Austin Pets Alive, The Texas 
Tribune, Austin Chronicle, Texas Observer, The Contemporary 
Austin, Cinema Touching Disability, and more.

We presented new films by world cinema 
masters, including Nuri Bilge Ceylan, Ciro 
Guerra, Hong Sang Soo, Joanna Hogg, 
Carlos Reygadas, Jean-Luc Godard, and 
Jia Zhangke.

Our programming explored the Film 
Noir canon, punk icon John Doe’s film 
picks, new films from the Middle East, 
contemporary Francophone cinema, 
and some of Richard Linklater’s favorite 
overlooked films from the eighties, among 
dozens of themed programs and series.

Among the numerous films by Texas 
filmmakers presented at the AFS Cinema 
this year: the hit documentary THE RIVER 
AND THE WALL; ALSO STARRING 
AUSTIN, about the local film industry;
and the award-winning WHAT YOU 
GONNA DO WHEN THE WORLD’S ON 
FIRE? by Houston-based filmmaker 
Roberto Minervini. 

LEE CHANG DONG’S BURNING

CHRISTINA GALLEGO & CIRO GUERRA’S
BIRDS OF PASSAGE 



THANKS TO OUR 2019 DONORS

2019 SPONSORS

G i f t s  r e c e i v e d  b e t w e e n  9 / 1 / 2 0 1 8  -  8 / 3 1 / 2 0 1 9

The Austin Film Society is funded and supported in part by a grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts and in part by the City of Austin Economic Development Department/Cultural Arts 
Division believing an investment in the Arts is an investment in Austin’s future. Austin Film Society is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

A U S T I N F I L M .O R G
facebook twitter instagram  FOLLOW US: @AUSTINFILM

ACCO Brands
ATX Film & Television Studios, Inc.
Adrienne and Rick Pappas
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
Albert Berger
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation & Coolidge 
     Corner Theatre
Ali Saigal and Anuj Saigal
Alpha Seventh-Day Adventist Church
Amber Scanio and Al Koehler
Amy and John McCall
Ana and Bill Stapleton
Andra and Joe Liemandt
Anne and Mark McKinnon
Applied Materials
Augustine Frizzell and David Lowery
Autumn Rich
Barbara and Bart Knaggs
Barbara Horan
Beth and Lowell Keig
Bettina Barrow
Beverly Dale
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Brad Parker
Brent Bartholomew
Carmel and Thomas Borders
Carol and Chris Adams
Carol Walsh-Knutson and Kelley Knutson
Carrie Healy
Celeste and Adrian Quesada
Cesca and James Silva
Chris Mattsson
Christina Harrison and Richard Linklater
Christopher Swanson
Citi Private Bank
Colin Westmoreland
CompTia
Connie and Samuel Pate
Corey Rhoden
Cori Modisett
Dana Blanton

Deborah Green and Clayton Aynesworth
Deborah White
Diane and Stephen Bieneman
Elizabeth Cates
Ellen and Steve LeBlanc
Ellen and Steve Mason
Elzbieta Szoka
Emily Glover and Neil Wilson
Emma and David Manzer
Entrepreneurs Foundation of Central Texas
Evonne Atlas and Abe Zimmerman
Garyn Dunbar
Grant Shaw
Haley Chambers
Helen and Jordan Levin
Holly Jones Hancock 
     and John Lee Hancock
Irene and Alexander Shoghi
James Goral
Jamie Ashworth
Jane Schweppe
Jaquelin Dudley
Jeannette and Adam Chibib
Jeff Ward
Jennifer Kuczaj
Jennifer Emmons Blackman 
     and Jeremy Blackman
Joe B. Foster Family Foundation
Jody Arlington
John Robison and Jason Papp
John Sloss
Jonathan Perlman
JP’s Peace, Love & Happiness Foundation
Julie and Scottie Jefferies
Karrie and Tim League
Kat Candler and Mark Osborn
Kate and Joe McSpadden
Katherine Strickland
Kathryn and Peter Atherton
Kathy Bates
Katrine and Bill Formby

Kay Creath
Kelly Dixon
Kip McClanahan
Kristin and Robert Gauntt
Kristin Johansen-Berg 
     and Alan Berg
Larry Heard
Laura and Kyndel Bennett
Lawton and Craig Cummings
LeMel Humes
Len Tesoro
Leslie and Jimmy Caplan
Ley Line Entertainment
Lisa and Matt Hickey
Louis Black
Madeline Detelich and Michael Schmidt
Marco Masotti
Marcy and Robert Garriott
Margaret and Matt Winkler
Mark Luffel
Melissa Plunkett and Richard Whittaker
Melody and Shain McCaig
Merrill Davis and Nils Andresen
Michael Barker
Mike Simpson / WME Entertainment
Mindy Raymond Benson
Misty and William Reid
Moody Foundation
MUBI
Nathalie Schweikert
Neysa King and Matthew Crawford
Paul Foster
Paul Wade
Penny Morlan
Philip Hardage
Rachel Manning
Rea Charitable Trust
Rebecca and Clay Liford
Rebecca Campbell and Andrew Hinman
Rene Harbison
Richard’s Rainwater

Richard Suttle
Rick Triplett
Ride Austin
Riki Rushing and Allen Gilmer
Rob Gandy
Rob Shepardson
Robert Purvis
Ron Yerxa
Sam Graham
Samantha Ness
Sarah Andre and Jason Neulander
Scott Saldana
Sheila Newsom
Sherri and Travis West
Sherrie Frachtman
Steven Aragon
St. Edward’s University 
Still Water Foundation
Summer Learning Investment Hub
Susan Moffat and Niccolo Barbaro
Susanne and Eric DeJernett
Suzanne Deal Booth
Synthetic Pictures
Tara Wood
Texas Capital Bank
The Andrew S. Roddick Foundation Inc.
The Bear Media
The Cynthia & George Mitchell Foundation
The Sermoonjoy Fund at the 
     California Community Foundation
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Todd Waldron
Tracey Sharples
Tracy Kuhn and John Lash
Tracy LaQuey Parker and Patrick Parker
Vicki Reppert-Altounian 
     and David Altounian
W. Andrew York
Warbach Lighting & Design
Waterloo Greenway
Zachary McGhee

Austin Film Society
1901 E 51st Street
Austin, TX 78752


